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Abstract

July’s People is set in a future of South
Africa in which the blacks have society that
cradled Apartheid has been destroyed, as the
black militias battle the white army for control.
In the novel, there are two sets of relationship.
In this, the first set consists of Maureen and
Bam, and the Smales with their Black servant,
July. The novel centers around the Smales, a
liberal white Johannesburg family and their flight
from their war-torn home to their black servant
July’s tribal village in the nation’s interior
wilderness. This turning of the tables of
dependency in the family and the servant’s
relationship like Hegelian dialectical materialism
metaphorically foreshadows the re-making of
history or decolonization in South Africa. By
putting the text into the colonial and racial
context.This papers aim at exploring howpower
circulates and corrupts; and how all such
inversions or reversals of power-play affect the
familial relationship of the Smales and these
alien’s racial relationship with the natives.
Keywords:Racism, Caste, Gender, Power,
colonization, Culture, apartheid, master-siave
relationship, Color, Identity
Introduction

Racism is the worldwide issue. It is a dangerous
thing for human being. Due to racial discrimi
nation no one is secure. The life of people in
affected area where racism is existed. There is
no peaceful atmosphere. Racism is one of the
most dangerous problems of the human society.
It sustained on the prejudices of the whites.
Racial hierarchy has come to be maintained with
the rise of the modern world system. Race is a
concept that signifies and symbaolizes socio-
political conflicts and interests in reference to
different types of human bodies. Racism is a
man-made concept. They are facing several
problems. Particularly racism is found in a large
scale in South Africa. South Africa is known for
racial discrimination. Many writers and activists
were work for racism. They expressed, portray
the actual situation of Black-white people in

- South Africa. As well as many social groups, an

organization works against racism. Plenty of
reasons are accountable to the racism. People
won’t progress there in situation of racial
discrimination. Thus, racism is an obstacle in
human life of South Africa. July’s People, like any
other novel of Nadine Gordimer, is centered on
the relation between the races illustrated by the
relation between Maureen, the protagonist, and
other characters especiaily her servant July.
Also, the novel expresses a shift of the balance
of power.

July’s People:

July’s Peopie is one of Nadine Gordimer
famous novels. It was written in 1981 before
the collapse of the Apartheid regime as her own
interpretation of how it would end. It was
banned after its publication in Gordimer’s own
country home South Africa. The novel is set in
fictional space where South Africa goes through
a civil war between blacks and whites. Whites
lose their power and dominance over blacks. The
author situates the Smales at an unconscious
period between black and white where the
whites could not realize what was happening
and the blacks were not sure of what is
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happening. The Smales is a white family iving in
a black village with their previous black servant
as a refugee from the war in Johannesburg. The
novel is a good sample of Nadine Gordimer’s
works which discusses and illustrates the
actions of whites toward blacks and how these
last respond. It represents the author’s vision
and her search for “her own African perspective
in a country with deepening divisions between
blacks and whites...”(Greenstein 228). Also, the
novel represents the writer protest against the
government decision to use Afrikaans instead
of English as the language of study in some
African schools. This act by the government was
in order to reduce the blacks’ access to the wider
world, and to force them to accept their situation

as inferiors by learning the native language of

Apartheid.
July’s People and Racism:

July’s People, like any other novel of
Nadine Gordimer, is centered on the relation
between the races illustrated by the relation
between Maureen, the protagonist, and other
characters especially her servant July. Also, the
novel expresses a shift of the balance of power.
“White peaple gradually deprived of powerand
at the mercy of increasingly empowered black
men”(Leitdo Vieira 25). This shift could explain
the situation that whites were taking before upon
the blacks, and it is clear since in this paper
that the black is considered always as a servant
to the whites rather than anything even he is
their saviour. On their first morning in the native
village, living in the mather-in-law’s hut, the odd
situation Maureen, the protagonist, observes
“luly, their servant, their host,”(Gordimer 23).

In July’s People, Gordimer speaks of a
segregated society, which is presented and
embodied in her fictional characters. In this
work, when referring to the act of racism, it is
not strictly limited to the physical separation,
but it is more mental racism. This is because
physical and mental racism generally go
together; the racist acts of a person are likely

done without thinking. In other words, they ars
done carelessly without taking into consideration
the results of the person’s behavior. When it comes
to the physical separation, we notice two parts
that whites and blacks are described as
separated in the novel. The first one is their
separation before the war which we can
perceive through the description of their past
house in Johannesburg. The second case is whes
the Smales are in July’s village where they are
living in July’s mother-in-law’s hut. This physicz!
segregation is accompanied by a mental racism
and segregation. The mental racism is embodied
by the bad behaviour of Maureen toward July.
Maureen is luly’s boss for fifteen years, and she
still behaves like that. Although she acknowledges
in her speech his act of saving them like what she
expresses in the novel by “frog prince, saviour,
July”(11), she does believe that it was his duty
as a servant to do so. Gordimer saw Maureen
as “the last colonial woman”(Topping 582}
because she is directed and took care by men
who are related to her from father to husbang,
even luly, the black servant, took care of her
and tried to keep her out of problems and &t
ease. These acts are “a typically colonizal
attitude-that the white woman has a man who
looks after her”(581). Maureen identifies Bam’s
shameful behavior and inability to save them
from the situation, as a betrayal. Just as July’s
refusal to hunt down the gun an ultimate
protector of white power is a betrayal of their
long-time relationship that she arrogantly
assumed was based on their mutual regard.
female white mistresses, especially educated,
liberal ones that Maureen represents, were as
guilty as the masters of unconscious patriotism
during the apartheid era. For Maureen
prestigious and racial value, the change she
went through is so fast. The changing of the
sequence of her past life leads her to “another
time, place, consciousness” (Gordimer, July’s
People 29). She feels very soon after their arrival
in the village that she has been transformed
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_ utterly: “She was already not what she was. No
fiction could compete with what she was finding
she did not know, could not have imagined or
discovered through imagination” (29). This
would explain the transformation of their life
znd power from whites, who thought themselves
assuperior, to blacks, the former servants. Also,
her dignity as a former boss is totally d estroyed
when she realizes that she is more dependent
on July rather that she thought he is, is due to
her view to him as inferior without any
complexity in his life like she does as a civilized
and a member of the upper-class (white). Also,
she could not even understand him because of
his servant’s awkward not perfect English
because of the influence of his native language
and accent. Besides all these acts toward July,
Maureen, and even her husband Bam, behave
rudely with him, especially when he refuses to
do something. For example, when July refuses
tolook after the lost gun, Maureen accuses July
of stealing small items from her in Johannesburg.
This accusation is due to herself view to herself
as the master who has everything that her
servant would want to steal. In addition to
Maureen, her husband Bam treats July as
inferior. This action is mainly because his lost
of his possessions and position. He looses his
power and status once his “cheque-book” and

prestigious career as architect are worthless in .-

the village economy. Bam, as he is seen after
the precious gun is discovered stolen, is
emasculated by losing his possessions.
Conclusion:

July’s People is a novel written by Nadine
Gordimer. The author was influenced by her
environment, and her writing was just a reaction
toward what she was living. The novel presents
the life of South Africa during a fictional space
where the black rebelled against the Apartheid
regime. A white family, Smales, fled from the
war in Johannesburg to their black servant
village. Through the novel we notice a lot of
signs of racism. Racism is shown through the,

acts of Maureen and her husband toward their
servant July and his people. In addition, we
notice the reaction of July and his people to
ward those actions which was through their
behaving as they are and do not imitate the
white way of living.
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