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6
Identity Crisis in JhumpaLahiri’s The Namesake

sty 'Dr. Anita Mudkanna & *Mr Gopal M. Jadhav

Assit. Professor, Dept. of English, Jawahar Art Science and Commerce College Andur, Tal —
: Tulajpur Dist- Osmanabad
Research Scholar, Dr. BAMU Aurangabad

Abstract:

The present paper is an effort to understand the conflicts before the second generation of
Indian Diaspora with special reference to The Namesake by JumpaLahiri. Having been born
of educated middle class Bengali parents in London and grown up in Rhodes Island, Lahiri
authentically portrays her diasporic experiences in her first novel The Namesake. In this novel
Lahiri’s experiences of growing up as a child of immigrants resemble that of her protagonist,
Gogol Ganguly. Lahiri belongs to the second generation of Indian Diaspora whose ongoing
quest for identity never seems to end. They feel sandwiched between the country of their
parents and the couniry of their birth. They are to maintain ties between the ideologies of
these two countries which are poles apart. But in this process they are caught between acute
identity crisis from where there is now hereto go. Lahiri finds herself quite a stranger to both
of the countries - in India she is an American and in America she is an Indian.

Key words: alienation, culture, identity, immigrant, self- identity, delima

Lutroduction:

Jumpal ahiri is one of the very important novelists in American English literature, mainly as
diasporic writer. JumpaLahiri struggle lots for self indienty in her own life. Her struggles and
experiences are directly reflected in the first novel The Namesake. It also explores many of
the emotional and cultural themes. The Namesake is about this perpetual dilemma faced by
immigrants as they struggle to maintain their identities while trying to shake them off at the
same time, “The first generation’s story was about adaptation and learning a culturing and
also discovering new things about themselves. The second generation finds itself presented
with two conflicting realities and cultures and sets of expectations - one of the host countries
through the socio-cultural surroundings and the other of the home country ‘through their
parents. Whereas the parents maintain ties with their home country and try hard to inculcate
in their children reverence for the values of the home country, the children are fascinated
more by their peer groups and the society at large of the host country, which, of course was
no longer a host country for them, but the country of their birth. But the country of their birth
also does not accept them entirely and they keep struggling for cultural identity which sways
between two countries. Parents talk of shared history which stresses oneness. But cultural
identity lies not only in oneness but in “critical points of deep and significant difference

(30 Times:

i tio Conf. on

Human Nature, Cul

Jawahar Arts, Science & Cominerce Collega, \
I

Andur Tal. Tuljznur Dist, Osmenabed



Taowed as an American by ofher A, nericans
J fy ]

o D - RS R DL 18 .
Power of Knowledge: UGC Approved Multilingual Kescaiw 55

: i intervened — what w.
hich constitute what we really are; or rather — SInce history has We hay,
whic -

become.” .

Gogol’s Identity Crisis o bk .« which she herself has faced acutely, g

i ts identity crisis W. ! el Y. She
Through Gogol, ;.ahzgg“g:st,";“in a name?” Rather she is obsessed with ‘it’s everythip, that
contradicts the idiom ity. But this identity gets a blow When it
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which arise due to different cultural practices before the children o§ mé;;;: Parentage,
JumpaLahiri was born as NilanjanaSudeshna, but had one pet nm'n‘e,sﬁpit WhIQh Was
found easy to pronounce by her teacher and she became JhumpalLahiri. She fe embarraggeg

whenever she was called as Jhumpa. She stmgg{ed alot to m.ake léersellf fzel an Am;mcm bt
she foﬁnd just a half-way feeling. The same fe:eimg she pgts into ogti aﬁn 0 g:‘g; ,lkesto be
called by this name. The agony felt by Gogol is the agony of JhumpalLahiri. S parents,
like the whole first generation of Diaspora, were always isolated from mainstream Amerieay
Culture. Despite the fact that they spoke English, they were betrayed by their accent. They
feel alone and aloof there. Lahiri has shown all this through various cogﬂ;cts presented in The
Namesake. Gogol’s name is one of the chief causes which make him feel alienateq, His
loneliness starts from the moment he enters the world. His mother thinks to herself - “She has
never known a person entering the world so alone”. After his birth, selecting a name becomes
a problem for them. The difference between the naming process in Indian and American
cultures pushes him into a chaos. Ashima wants her grandmother to suggest a name but the
name is not received, the letter having been lost in transit. The hospital authorities do not
allow them to leave the hospital without naming the new born, in keeping with the rules,
Ashok names him Gogol after the name of his beloved Russian author, Nikolai Gogol,
thinking of it as a pet name only, which is a common practice in India.
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become an entirely different person from what really he is. Gogol struggles to carry the
burden of two names. Nikhil resembles American names, yet ‘Gogol” and his past follow him
everywhere. He experiences a feeling of being in-between. He is considered an ‘ABCD’
«America—Born Confused Desi” But he considers himself an American. American society
says, “But you’re Indian™ .Gogol is an outsider in American society whereas he does not feel
intimacy with Indianans. So ‘who he is’ becomes a great problem, What determines identity?
Is it the name, which can be the very first factor in the formation? Even after making all
efforts to erase his past, his failure to assert his identity is seen in his relationship with
women. He does not want Ruth or Maxine to meet his parents. Such efforts are made to
escape his past identity and heritage. The death of his father brings great change in him. He
learns that he cannot abandon or diminish the importance of either culture but must leamn to
mesh the two together. He realizes that his identity is embellished by both cultures and comes
to know “identity as a production, which is never complete, always in process, and always
constituted within, not outside representation” (Hall 10). He does not have to be one or the
other; he does not have to choose. He is made up of both and it should strengthen his pride
instead of weakening it. He feels no shame. He has assimilated himself in American culture
and values, at the same time retaining his parents’ Indian heritage and now proud of his name
“Nikhil Gogol Ganguly’ and all it means. He tries to cope up with the situation to gain a new
identity which does not need a particular nationality and hence different from the old one. So
there start a journey “to rediscover his roots, his self, his hyphenated identity and to revitalize
in the between of cultures, the alternate culture. He actively participates in the formation of
his new and ever-widening identification. Thus it is not the name only which determines
identity. Cultural hybridism is the other aspect which has a telling effect on his identity. He
belongs to many cultures at once and identity may not be determined by national boundaries
only. As locations change, identity can also change. One must not be excessively obsessed
with one’s cultural legacy, because it is not something meaningless; rather, it is deep rooted
in one’s collective psyche. Fanon argued that the first step for ‘colonized” peopie in finding a
voice and an identity is to reclaim their own past” .Identity is not just who I am. It’s not all
about certain sex, race, age, job and family.

Conclusion:
These words just provide a framework within which one exists. Identity is not stable and -

unitary rather it is multiple and ever-widening. It is the past only, which with the present
prepares a way to the future.
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